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GAL. iv. 18. 


* 
1 


It is good to be zealouſly afected always in 


a good Thing. 


T is a common Saying among the Philoſophers; 

That by how much a Thing is the better in it 

ſelf, and its own Nature, by ſo much the worſ; 

it is, if it once cqmes to be witiated and corrupted. 
Whether this Van 


F af # Tad 


but evident it is, beyond all Contradiction, that it i 
for God | 


| ng of God 
$0 2 great way towards the Cure of all our Spiritual 
Maladies, may juſtly be thought to be no leſs Ser- 
| 42 Viceable 


45 A Sermon preach d before their 
viceable to the Good of their Souls: And this is what 


» * . - 


ſerve our moſt ſerious Conſideration. _ 
Firſt, The proper Object of Zeal, or what it is where- 
in we_ought to be earneſt; namely, that which is 
Good, It x good indeed to be zealouſly affected; but then 
it muſt be in a good Thing. | | 
- Secondly, The Nature, or neceſſary Qualification of 
x right Zeal; it muſt be warm and fervent. When once 
we have a Thing that is truly Good in our View, It # 
good Zug, A mulari, to be zealouſly affected, and 
even to ſtrive to outdo others in it. | 
Thirdly, The Extent and Continuance of true Zeal : Tt 
muſt ever be ready, upon all proper Occaſions, to 
exert itſelf. It 4 good to he zealoufly affected, not only 


now and then upon a particular Occaſion, but always 
in a good Thing. 


Laſtly, The real Goodneſs and Excellency of ſuch a live- |: 


ly and conſtant Zeal, Thus to be always zealouſly affe- 
ted in a good Thing, is by the Spirit of God here pro- 
nounced to be Good, Ir is good, &c. : 
Firſt then, Let us take into Conſideration the proper 
Object of Zeal, or what it is wherein we ought to be 
earneſt, namely, that which is Good; or, as we tran- 
ſlate it, 4 good Thing, | | | 
That by the Word Good we are here to ane 
| — | only 


only that which is morally or ſpiritually ſo ; that the 
only Rule or Meaſure of all ſuch Good is nothing elſe 
but the Law of God, made known unto us by Reaſon 
or Revelation; and that under this general Name of 
Good, we are to comprehend not only the Practice of 
T | whatever God has commanded, but alſo the Forbear- 
ance of all that he has forbidden; all this, I ſay, being 
* | moſt evidently true, and univerſally acknowledged 
© [by all ſober Chriſtians, I ſhall therefore take for 
granted, and not ſpend Time in proving ſuch Things 
as no Man offers to contradid or gain-ſay. | 
The Rule then which the Apoſtle here ſuggeſts to 


be obſerved in the Choice of a fit and proper Object for 


our Zeal, is alone and plainly this, Thac whatever God 
has commanded, whatever his Law, whether natural 
or revealed, requires, and therefore is agreeable to 
his Holy Will, this we ſhould be earneſt to promote 
land ſet forward; and, on the other Hand, whatever 
n The has by the ſame Law forbidden, and which there- 

fore moſt certainly is diſpleaſing to him, this we 
of ſhould be no leſs earneſt to oppoſe and hinder. This 
© lis what my Text means by being zealouſly affected in a 
q good Thing : Whatever is agreeable to the Law of God, 
If land for that Reaſon morally or ſpiritually good, is the 


It 
l ſto our Zeal; nor is any other Zeal therein commend- 
Y led, or ſo much as approved of, but what we find to 
have been employed upon ſuch an Object; as might 
fabundantly be made appear from all the Inſtances of 
& fit which are there recorded, and more eſpecially that 
ia of Phinebas, whoſe great Zeal for the Honour of God 
and againſt the abominable Wickedneſs of Zimri and 
osbi, (Num. 25.7.) was ſo remarkably accepted, as 
got only to turn away God's Wrath from the People 
be of Iſrael, but alſo to 3 the entailing of the 


or elſewhere thoughout the Word of God, is propoſed 


N- Prieſtly Honour upon himſelf and his Family. 
na If any one ſhall 2 farther Proof of ſo plain 
3 3 


ly 
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Object, the proper and only Object which either here 
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a Truth as this, That the on] Object of our Zeal 
is that which is agreeable to Gb, TRY 24 how juſt 
now explained it; it may, I think, be fully evinced 
ploy or be the Object of 4 Chriſtian's 'Zeal, any farther 
than as it is pleaſing and acceptable to God: Nothing that 
we can do or perform, is any farther pleaſing or ac- 
ceptable to God, than as it is morally or ſpiritually good; 
and nothing is or can be thus good, any farther than 
as it comes under the Regulation of God's Law, which is 
the only Rule or Meaſure of all ſuch good. From which 
Premiſſes (undeniable in 3 the Conſe- 
quence is (no leſs) undeniable, That therefore no- 
thing ought to employ or be the Object of a Chriſti- 
an's Zeal, any farther than as it comes under ſuch 
Regulation. Where God has left us at our own Li- 
berty, we may be as cool and indifferent as we pleaſe; 
but as far as he has thought fit to interpoſe in any 
Matter, fo far, and no farther, ought we to be zea- 

us for it. 

fo From what has been hitherto ſaid, I need not ſtand 
long to infer, How odivus and abominable it muſt needs 
be inthe Sight of God, for Men to employ their Zeal in any 
of thoſe Things, the bare Practice whereof is a manifeſt Vi- 
olation of bis Law, and conſequently an Affront to the 
Sa of his Majeſty. Such as perſecuting and 
deſtroying innocent and peaceable Men, under the 
Name of Hereticks only for not profeſſing fuch Do- 
ctrines or Points of Religion, as to them moſt evi- 
dently appear to be contrary both to ſound Reaſon 
and plain Scripture: Altho' St. Paul expreſsly tells 
us, that he Servant of the Lord muſt not ſtrive, but be 
gentle unto all Men, apt to teach, patient, in Meckneſs in- 


ftrutting thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, (2 Tim. 2.24, 25.) 
The ſetting up 2 Temporal Power in the Chriſtian 


Church, with a pretended Authority to controul e- 
yen the Civil Legiſlature, in all thoſe things where- 
in the Eccleſiaſlical State may be concerned, and this 


notwith- 


% 


this one ſhort Argument. Nothing ought to em- 
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notwithſtanding that our Saviour has declared his 
Kingdom to be not of this World, (Job. 18. 36.) and his 
great Apoſtle requires that every Soul (which certain» 
y includes the Church and its Paſtors) ſhould be /ub+ 
ject to the Higher Powers, (Rom. 13. 1.) The abſolving 
of Subjects from that Allegiance which the Oaths they 
have taken, and the Laws of their Country requirs 
them to pay unto their Prince or other Supreme Ma- 
iſtrate, and ſtirring the People up to Rebellion, un ; 
r the Pretence of aſſerting the Church and Religi- 
Jon; altho* the ſame Apoſtle has likewiſe aſſured us, 
that they that reſiſt the Higher Powers (by which nothing 
elſe can be meant but the lawful civil Authority that 
is placed over them) ſhall receive to themſelves Damna- 
tion, and that for reſiſting the Ordinance of God himſelf, 
(v. 2.) The endeavouring to enthral Mankind, and 


e;| bring them into Bondage unto the moſt Arbitrary 


— 


Power, by advancing the moſt laviſh and ſervile 
Principles, and wreſting both Scripture and Reaſon 
to bind them upon the Conſcience ; altho to deprive 
but a ſingle Free-man of his Liberty, and much more 
a Free People of theirs, is one of the higheſt Acts of 
Injuſtice, and the Holy Scripture requires us always 
to prefer Freedom before Servitude, if it lawfully 
come within our Power, (1 Cor. J. 21.) And laftly, 
(to omit many other Inſtances that may be given) 
the calumniating of thoſe who are of a contrary In- 
tereſt to us, whether private or publick, by wrefting 
very often both their Words and Actions from their 
true Intent and Meaning, tho' God has made it one 
of his Ten Commandments, that we ſhould not bear 
falſe Witneſs againft our Neighbour ; and our Saviour has 
aſſured us, that a Man does not at all ceaſe to be our 
Neighbour, on Account of any religious or civil A- 
nimoſity that may happen to be between us, (Luke 
10. 36, 37.) And yet tho' all theſe Things, with 
more that may be mentioned, are ſo far from being 
is good, or conſequently proper rw of Zeal, that, 

nt 4 on 
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on the contrary, they are every one of them moſt 
daring Inſtances of Wickedneſs, ſtill there have, in 
almoſt all Ages of the Church, been Men, who, to 
the Scandal of Chriſtianity, have been much more 
zealous in promoting and encouraging ſuch ſort of 
Practices, than any of the real and ſubſtantial Duties 
of Religion. x S710 | 
But 1 muſt not ſpend too much Time upon One In- 
ference, and therefore I proceed to draw a Second 
from what has been ſaid, which is this: That ſince 
the only proper Object which the Word of God pro- 
poſes to us, whereupon to employ our Zeal, is that 
which is Good, or agreeable to the Divine Law, 
under which we are to comprehend the oppoſing and 
giving Check to whatſoever is Evil; from hence it 
muſt of Neceſſity follow, that it is 4 great Miſtake in 
any Man to lay out his Zeal, er any part of it, either for or 

' againſt anything that the Law of God has left altogether in- 
different, and which conſequently muſt be look'd up- 
on as neither good nor evil. 

The great and intemperate Zeal indeed which the 
Church of Rome has all along ſhewn for praying to 
Saints, worſhipping of Images, worſhipping the Hoſt, 
with other of their Practices that are plainly contrary 
to the Law of God, would properly have come under 
the former Inference, if the Time would have per- 
mitted me to haverouch'd upon ſo many Particulars! 
And that which the ſame Church expreſſes for their 
Penances, Pilgrimages, holy Water, Reliques, and 
divers other fooliſh Obſervances, which, if not for- 
bidden by the Law of God, yet they themſelves can- 
not pretend to be commanded by it, might be as proper 
IIluſtrations of this that I am now upon, but that I 
think it more neceſſary to ſet it forth by an Inſtance 

that ſomewhat more nearly concerns us. 12 

With how much Warmth our Diſſenting Brethren 
have all along appeared againſt the Rites, Ceremo- 
nies, Forms of Prayer, and Eccleſiaſtical Govern-| 
>. wo 4 ment 
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ment which in our Church are by Law Eſtabliſhed, is 
abundantly evident, as well from the many Books 


that have been written on theſe Subjects, as the Se- 
paration that was firſt made, and ſtill is kept up on 
their Account. Now if they were able to ſhew, that 
in any one of theſe Things we had departed from any 
Law of God; Kas we in ſeveral Inſtances moſt clearly 
make out our Charge againſt the Church of Rome) to 
oppoſe ſuch a Departure, would be 4 good Thing in the 
Sence of my Text, and conſequently a very proper 
Object of their Zeal. But if after all their Endea- 
vours, in a Diſputation of ſuch Importance, and of 
ſo many Years Continuance, they are not able to pro- 
duce one ſingle Divine Law, of which any Part of 
our Legal Conſtitution is any way a Violation; it 
muſt of Neceſſity follow, that theſe Things, about 
which all this Contention is made, are not tobe look'd 
upon as ſinful, and that the moſt our Adverſaries can 
make of them is, that they are Matters indifferent, and 
neither Good nor Evil. If then the only fitting Ob- 
ject of a Chriſtian's Zeal is that which is Good, under 
which Appellation we are to comprehend the giving 
Oppoſition to whatſoever is Evil; and thoſe Things, 
which they thus ſtrenuouſly oppoſe, muſt at laſt b 
themſelves be owned to be neither Evil nor Good ; 
ſee not how they can poſſibly avoid the Conſequence, 
that therefore all the Zeal which they have for ſo ma- 
ny Years laid out againſt them, has been altogether 
miſ-ſpent, and wholly miſemployed upon a wrong 
Object. To be zealouſly affected indeed either in De- 
fence of what is Good, or in Oppoſition to that which 
is Evil, is always in itſelf commendable; but to pro- 
ceed ſo far as to divide the Church, and break its 
Peace, only about ſuch Things as they who oppoſe 
them muſt at laſt acknowledge to be but indifferent, is 
what by the Rules of our moſt peaceable as well as 
holy Religion, moſt certainly can never be juſtified. 
But ſome, perhaps, will think to retort this Argu- 
; ment 
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ment upon us; and if the Matters in Diſpute between 


the Diſſenters and us are in themſelves no more but in- 
different, (as divers of them by the Confeſſion of both 


Parties are allowed to be) it may be demanded, why | 


eur Zeal in Defence of them, is not altogether as 


much to be condemned, as theirs in Oppoſition to 
them: Eſpecially, ſince I have but now laid it down 
for a Rule, That that which is neither Good nor Evil, 
is not a proper Object for our Zeal either one way or 
other. To which I anſwer, | 
Firſt, That as to the Controverſy between us about 
the Form of Church Government; altho' their Zeal 
againſt Epiſcopacy is juſtly to be condemned, becauſe 
even upon their own Suppoſition, that Biſhops at 
the firft were no more but an Eccleſiaſtical, and not 
2 Divine Inftitution, it does not appear that there is 
any thing Evil or contrary to any Law of God in 
their Appointment; and the moſt Learned Foreign 
Divines (to whom our Adverſaries ſo often appeal) 
2 allow both the Lawfulneſs and Uſeful- 

s, tho* not the abſolute Neceflity, of a well regu- 
lated Epiſcopacy ; yet our Earneſtneſs in Defence of 
this Holy Order, will by no means come under the 
fame Cenſure: It having often been made appear, 


| beyond all reaſonable Exception, that the Govern- 


ment of the Church by Biſhops, under -fitting and 
proper Limitations, is no more than what was uni- 
verſally ſe by the Apoſtles themſelves, in Pur- 


ſuance of the Power which they had received from 


Chriſt, and conſequently has a Divine Sanction to 
be pleaded for it. 6 21-31 * 
But, Secondly, As to that Part of our Diſpute, which 


is about ſuch Things as both Sides confeſs to be in 


themſelves neither commanded nor forbidden by any 
Law of God; altho' to contend earneſtly either for 
or againſt any Thing under the Notion of its being 
indifferent, is altogether unreaſonable, and conſe- 


quently the Zeal of our Diſſenting Brethren, which has 
Mein. 0 
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ſo long been one of theſe Ways employ'd, can never 
be juſtified ; yet that Zeal which we have ſhewn on 
the,other Hand (abating for the common Indiſcre- 


tions of ſome particular Men) can never juſtly be 


condemned, if it be duly remember'd, that the Ob- 
je& of it is not any one, or more, of theſe particular 
Things in their own Nature conſidered, and as we al- 
ways allow them to be indifferent; but only as, in the 
Ciroumſtances of Things, hey come under ſome of 
thoſe Rules which God himſelf in his Law and holy 
Word has eſtabliſhed, and ſo far therefore are to be 
look'd upon as Good. 

For Example, the Apoſtle St. Paul lays down an 
InjunRion, (x Cor, 14. 26.) that in the publick Wor- 
ſhip of God, all Things ſhould be done to the edifying of 
the People, and alſo decently and in Order, (v. 40.) For 
which, and more to the ſame Purpoſe he ſuggeſts 
this general Reaſon, (v. 33.) That Gad u not the Au- 
thor of Confuſion, but of Peace, as inall Churches of the Saints, 
Since then in our National Church we find certain 
Rites, Ceremonies, and Forms of Prayer ſettled and 
received, which are all in themſelves very grave, or- 
derly and decent, and alſo tend, as much as ſuch 
Things well can do, to the Edification of all People 
who will make a right and ſober Uſe of them: How- 
ever indifferent each particular thing may in its own 
Nature appear to be ; yet as they contribute to that 
Order, Decency and Edification which God requires 
to be maintained in his Service ; we think it our Du- 
ty ſo far to be zealous for them, as by no Means to 
give our Conſent to part with them, until ſomething 
that more evidently conduces to the ſame good End, 
ſhall be eſtabliſhed in the Room of them, which is 
2 in our Opinion, we never yet could find pro- 

Ty 5 
: Again, it is a Duty preſſed upon us all, both by 
St. Faul and St. Peter, that we ſhould be ſubjett to rhe 
Higher Powers, (Rom, 13. 1.) and ſubmit Our ſelues fo 


every 


—— — . . 
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every Ordinance of Man, (1 Pet. 2. 13.) That is to ſay, 
that we ſhould give Obedience to that lawful 1 


thority which, by the Providence of God, is placed 


over us; and this not only for Wrath, or Fear of Puniſh- 
ment here, but alſo for Conſcience Sake, (Rom. 1 3. C.) and 
for the Lord's Sake, ( Pet. 2. 13.) As we ſhall one Da 
anſwer for our Diſobedience at his dreadful Tribunal. 
Since then the Rites, Ceremonies, and Liturgy of our 
Church, are all by lawful Authority eſtabliſhed ; (for 
if the ſettled Legiſlature of a Kingdom or Common- 
wealth, be not the lawful Authority of it, it is im- 
poſſible to know where that human Autherity reſides 
to which in Conſcience we owe Obedience.) And 
fince moreover, theſe Things, which are thus efta- 
bliſhed, contain nothing in them, or any of them, 
that is any way contrary to God's Law ; (for if they 
did we ſhould be bound to obey God rather than Man, 
(Act, f. 29.) it follows, that whatever Opinion we 
may have of the Indifference of the Things them- 
ſelves, abſtractedly and in their own Nature conſi- 
dered ; yet as they are Inſtances of Obedience to law- 
ful Authority, and conſequently of Duty, we are 
bound in Conſcience to be zealous for the Obſer- 
vance of them. And thug I think it ſufficiently ap- 
pears, that there is a great difference between our 
Zeal and that of our Diſſenting Brethren, about the 
Things in Controverſy between us : They are Zea- 
lous againſt them, altho* they are able to aſſign no- 
thing that is Evil or Unlawful in any of them ; we, 
on the contrary, are no farther zealous for them than 
as, in the preſent Circumſtances of things, they ap- 
pear to be Good, that is to ſay, as they tend to De- 
cency, Order and Edification, and as they are In- 
ſtances of Obedience to lawful Authority; whether 
it be that of the Apoſtles, (Heb. 13. 17.) in the Mat- 
ter of Epiſcopacy, or that of our Legiſlature in the 
Caſe of Rites, Ceremonies and Liturgy. 
I cannot diſmiſs this general Head, without draw- 
4 l ing 
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ing one more very material Inference from it: 
| | Namely, that ſince the only proper Object of a Chri- 
I ſtian's Zeal is to promote that which is Good, and 

oppoſe that which is Evil (of which Good and Evil 
che Law of God is the only Rule;) From hence it 

muſt follow, that according as any Thing appears to have 
more of this Good or Evil in it, ſo much the more, in 4 
» | due Proportion, are we obliged to be Zealous, either for or 
- | againff it. | | 
1 [ To compare the Laws of God one with another, 
I as to the Neceſſity and Strength of the Obligation of 
chem, in order to find out the more plauſible Excuſes 
| for the committing of ſome Sins, or the Negle& of 
ſome certain Duties, is a moſt abominable piece of 
Hypocritical Wickedneſs: St. Fames having aſſured 

us, that a wilful Offence, even in One Point alone, is a 
& | Contempt of God's Authority, and thereby a Tranſ- 
. | greflion of the whole Law, (Jam. 2. 10, 11.) and 
| our Saviour having expreſly told us, that to break one 
but of the leaſt of his Commandments, and to teach Men 
e | ſo, (which may effectually be done by Example as 
-.. | well as Doctrine) is ſufficient to render a Man the 
„ | leaſt in the Kingdom of Heaven, (Mat. 5. 19.) But if 
ir | the Deſign of making ſuck a Compariſon, be only 
je | the better to diſcharge a good Conſcience, by laying 
out our Zeal in more abundance, where God him- 
* | ſelf moſt plainly requires it from us; there being no- 
e, ching in this but an honeſt Deſire of conforming our 
in | ſelves, as near as may be, to God's own Will; it 
p- muſt be allowed to be not only a Thing in it ſelf com- 
e | mendable, but alſo a Duty in the ſtricteſt Sence. ] 
wy Whatever God has been pleaſed to command, or 
er | any way to comprehend within the Deſign of his 
t- | Law, is therefore Good, if for no other Reaſon, yet 
he | at leaſt for this, becauſe it is commanded, and con- 

ſequently is a fit and proper Object for our Zeal : | 
x | But as he himſelf has been pleaſed to lay a much 
ng | greater Weight upon ſome of his Precepts than upon 

: others. 
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others, To in conſequence ought our Zeal for them 
to bear a due Proportion to this his Pleaſure. | 
To offer Sacrifices and Burnt-offerings, to obſerve 
the New-Moons, and keep the Sabbaths, and ap- 
pointed Feaſts, with the reſt of the Ceremonial Pre- 
cepts, was, no doubt, a Duty under the Moſaick Law, 
in which the People were bound to be Zealous, be- 
cauſe it was God's Pleaſure to require theſe things 
from them: But when they laid their Zeal more out 
upon ſuch external Obſervances as thefe than upon 
true Purity and Uprightneſs of Heart, and the ſub- 
ſtantial Duties of Piety and Morality, God was pleaſ- 
ed to let them know, That he hated theſe Things that. 
were poſitive Inſtitution, and that they were even an 
Abomination to him; not abſolutely and in them- 
ſelves, for they were his own Commands, but only 
as the People were more earneft for them than what 
they were for ſeeking Fudgment, relieving the Oppreſſed, cl 
judging the Far berleſi, and pleading for the Widow, with N 
ſuch like Duties, that were of intrinſick and perpetual th 
Obligation, (1/ai. 1. 11, &c.) Even the ſmalleſt I 
Things that God has any way commanded, ought e. 
not to be neglected, or 75 undone: But theſe Things P'S 
owght ye to have done, ſays bur Saviour; that is, Here | 
ye ought principally to ſhew your Zeal; when he Þ*® 
ſpeaks of the 2eightier Matters of the Law, ſuch as 
Judgment, Mercy and Faith, (Mat. 23. 23.) EY 
Every one fure alſo will eaſily grant, that more 
Zeal ought to be ſhewn for the whole Law of God 
taken altogether, than for any one ſingle Branch of 
it in particular; and therefore ſince Chriſt himſelf flu 
expretly aſſures us, That al the Law and the Prophets, ly 
that 1s, all that God by them requires from us, in- 
tirely depends upon theſe Two Things, One of which 
he calls the frff and greateſt Commandment, and tells us, 
that the other is like unto it; namely, to love God and 
our Neighbour, (Mat. 22. 37, &c.) IT think we may || 
molt ſafely from thence conclude, That — : 
8 tends 


o 
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tends to promote the true Love of God, and univer- 


Bal Charity amongſt all Mankind, ought always to 


lis Evil; of which Good and Evil the Law of 


have the foremoſt Place in the Zeal of every good 
Chriſtian. Thoſe Things which are internally good 
in themſelves, and alſo commanded and required b 
God's revealed Will, have a double Title to our Zeal; 
and therefore ought more earneſtly to be contended 
for, than ſuch Matters as derive their Goodneſs alto- 
gether from his poſitive Command. Mbatſoe ver Things 
are true, whatſoever Things are honeſt, whatſoever Things 
are juſt, whatſoever Things are lovely, whatſcever Things 
are of good Report ; if there be any Virtue, and if there be 
any Praiſe, think on theſe Things, ſays St. Paul; That 
is to ſay, let them be the principal Object of your 
Thoughts, and the main Rule of your Life and Acti- 
ons. (Phil. 4.8.) 1355 
(There is indeed a Fourth Inference that very 
clearly may be drawn from what has been ſaid: 
Namely, that if every Thing that is Good, and no- 
thing but what is ſo, be the proper Object of a Chri- 
ſtian's Zeal ; and under the Name of Good, we are to 
compriſe the giving Oppoſition to every Thin __ 
is 
the only Rule; it muſt neceſſarily follow, That no Zeal 
or that which is Good, can juſtifie our doing any Thing that 
is Evil. But St. Paul having ſo expreſly determined 
this Point, that we muſt not do Evil that Good m 
come, (Rom. 3.8.) I ſhall not ſtand longer to inſi 
upon it, but only mention it as a Rule that is never 
to be forgotten; that where any thing is either abſo- 
lutely Evil, that is to ſay, unlawful in its ſelf, or real- 


iy fo in the preſent Circumſtances ; no Proſpect of a- 


ny Good that may be ſuppoſed to ariſe from it, can 
any way warrant, or excuſe our doing of it. ] 

L have dwelt thus long upon this Firſt general Head 
df my Diſcourſe, concerning the proper Object of Zeal, 
not only as being in itſelf the moſt material, and of 
greateſt Importance; but alſo becauſe I forelaw that 


the 
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the handling of it at large would make it the leſs ne- 
coſſary for me to ſay much upon any of the Sther 


three; which, however, I think ought not to be paſ-' 


ſed over in Silence; And therefore I proceed to the 
Second Thing laid down from my Text, which was, 
The Nature, or neceſſary Qualification of « right Zeal ; 
it muſt be warm and fervent. When once we have a 
Thing that is truly Ker in our View, Ir i, good to be 
xealouſly affected, and even to ſtrive to out-do others 
in it. | "4:4 | 
For the Proof of fo plain a Point I need not ſay 
much. Where the Glory of God, our own Salvation, 
and that of other Men are concerned, no Man, ſure, 
ought to be cold or indifferent. True Zeal is a Prin- 
ciple of ſuch Warmth and Activity, that if it meets 
not with ſome Satisfaction from without, it even 
waſtes and preys upon the Perſon where it dwells. 
The Zeal of 9 Houſe: hath eaten me up, ſays the Pſal- 
miſt, (Pſal. 69.9.) And again, My Zeal bath conſumed 
me; Why ? even becauſemine Enemies have forgotten thy 
Words, ( Pfal. 119. 139.) Hence it is that a truly 
good Man is ſaid to hunger and thirſt after Righteouſ- 
meſs, (Mat. 5. 6.) And the Angel of the Church of Lao- 
dicea, who wanted this Qualification, and was neither 
bot nor cold, but only lukewarm and indifferent in Mat- 
ters of Religion and Duty, was altogether diſapproved 
of and rejected by God, Rev. 3. 16. 

But however little Occaſion there may be here for 
Preof, yet there is much for Caution; Zeal, as in o- 
ther Things it may be juſtly compared to Fire, ſo in 
this alſo, according to the Proverb, That it is an ex- 
cellent Servant, but a very bad Maſter : And if not 
regulared by ſound Knowledge, (Row. 10, 2.) and con- 
ducted (as Chriſt himſelf dire&s) by the Rules of 
Wiſdom, as well as Innocence, (Mat. 10. 16.) it may de- 
ſtroy that very Houſe, for the Comfort and Preſerva- 
tion of which it was, perhaps, at firſt kindled; and, 
it may be, involve others in the Ruin. Zeal for the 

7 ory 
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Þ accelerating the Deſtruction of that Peo- 


Zeal; it muſt ever 
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Glory of God, having once miſtaken its Way, brought 
St. Payl to perſecute the Church of Chriſt, (Phil, 3. 6. 

made him even exceedingly mad againſt the Profeſ- 

ſors of the Goſpel, (Act, 26. 11.) Zeal againſt Here- 
ticks, which in the Primitive Church proceeded no far- 
ther than to exclude them from its Communion, and 
then left them to the Judgment of God; in Proceſs 
of Time went beyond its Bounds, and not only pre- 
vailed with the Civil Magiſtrate to prepare Fire and 
Faggots for them; but alſo ſtampt Hereſy upon every 
thing that offered to give Check to the daily growing 
Errors and Corruptions. And the Zealots in the 
Jewiſh Church, who began with a good e 
Deſign, in Imitation of Phinebat and E- 1 Maccab. 3. 
Itas, at laſt became ſo outragious and ,“ 


| | | Ham. in Mat, 
ungovernable, as to be one Means of 10. , Not. c. 


ple; which would alſo have involved the Chriſtians 
of the ſame Nation, if God by his eſpecial Provi- 
dence had not been pleaſed to preſerve them. The 
faſter a Man runs, the more Care he ought to take, 
leſt he ſtumble or miſs his Way; and the more he is 
tranſported with Zeal, the greater ought to be his 
Caution, left he ſhould happen to be miſtaken either 
in che exact Goodneſs of his End, or the Lawfulneſs 
of the Means by which he purſues it. 55 
I proceed now to the Third Thing propoſed from 
my Text, namely, the Extent and Continuance of true 
be ready, upon all proper Occaſi- 
ons, to exert itſelf: I: & good to be zealouſly affected, 
not only now and then upon a particular. Occaſion, 
but always in a good Thing. > Rage 
That ſome Things require a greater Degree of Zeal 
from us than others, I have already gathered from 
that Diſtinction which God himſelf has been pleaſed 
to make between them: But ſince whatſcever is really 
good, or agreeable to God's Will, is a fitting and pro- 
per * fox our Zeal, and W ſuch an * 
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ject duly preſents itſelf, the correſponding Power or 
Faculty, if labouring under no Defect or Imperfecti- 
on, will not fail in a proportionable manner to xert 
itſelf; it neceſſarily t 
cere, and ſuch as it ought to be, it will always ſhew 
irſelf, and never be idle, when any thing that is truly 
good is at any time propoſed unto it: And he that has 
no better Opportunity of promoting a good and vir- 
epqus Deſign, may yet pray heartily for it, and give 
it ſome Countenance by his publick Approbation and 
Recommendation of it: But to be unactive, and al- 
together indifferent, whenever the Glory of God, or 
the Good of our Neighbour, and eſpecially when the 
publick Safety is at all concerned, is by no Means a- 
greeable ta that intenſe Love, which we owe to God 
and his Church, to our Prince and Country, and 
next to them, unto all Mankind in general. 
How unagcountable then is the Zeal of thoſe Men, 
who, in a fayourble Juncture, appear very forward in 
contending for or againſt ſome things, that, 7 0 
are really Good or Evil in themſelyes, or, at leaſt, by 
them are ſuppoſed to be ſo; but as ſoon as Circum- 
ſtances are changed, and their Views, in Conſequence 
altered, become wholly ſilent in the Matter, and chaſe 
beavy Burthens, which, a little before, they endea- 
voured to lay on other Mens Shoulders, in 3 15 Bo they 
themſelves will not moue them with one of their Fingers, 
Mat. 23. 4.) The Rules of Good and Evil are ſtill the 
ſame; and the Man who acts upon a Principle of Con- 
ſcience, will be as zealous in the Performance of his 
Duty when he loſes, as when, in this World he gains 
by it. Let Times or Opinions change neyer ſo often, 
he continues always the ſame: What he knows to be 
Good, he contends for ; and whateyer is Eyil, he ne- 
ver fails to oppoſe : If bis own Heart condemns bim not, 
. he bas Confidence towards God, (1 Job. 3.21.) And if 


Men do revile, perſecute, and ſay all manner of Evil of 


bim; yet as long as it is falſely, and for the of 


hriſt V1 


ollows, that if our Zeal be ſin- 
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Chrift and a good Conſcience, he comforts atid ſup- 
ports himſelf with the Expectation of that Bleſſing 


*(M34t. 5. 11.) and Recompence of Reward, (Heb. 11. 26. 


which he knows to be laid up in Heaven for him. 
Others again there often are, who appear very zea- 
tous in decrying whatever is Evil, or they fancy to be 
ſo; if they meet with it in any one whoſe Perſon is 
not acceptable unto them; but overlook the like, or 
it may be worſe Things in themſelves, or thoſe for 
whom they have a Value. If a Man be ſuppoſtd to 
be of a different Intereſt, or perhaps, Opinion from 
them, they preſently /py a Mote in his Eye, or, it may 
be, fancy one where there is none, and with the 
greateſt Vehemence declaim againſt it: Whereas the 
Beams that are in their own Eyes, (Mat. 6. 3.) or thoſe 
of their Party, they wholly overlook, or are always 
framing Apologies for them. But true Zeal, in ſuch 
Caſes as theſe, is no more a Reſpecter of Perſ2n5s than 
of Times or Seaſons, A good Man will take all Care 
to give as little Offence as may be : He will not be 
rude, when he reproves even his Inferior, and much 
leſs when he paſles any Cenſure upon ſuch as are equal 
to, or above him; and knowing how good a Word ſpoken 
in due Seaſon is, (Prov. 15. 23) he carefully takes the 
moſt proper Opportunities for whatever he has to fay 
and avoids, as much as is poflible, even the accidental 
ill Conſequences of too much Freedom of Speech. 
But well knowing that Good and Evil, Virtue and Vice 
are altogether as unchangeable as the Law of God, 
which is the only Rule whereby they are to be diſtin- 
uiſhed or diſcovered, and conſequently are ever the 
ame in whatever Perfons or Times they are found ; 
he never can be brought to diſparage the one, or give 
the leaſt Countenance to the other, when or where- 
ever he finds them, in Friend or Enemy. A zealous 
Chriſtian at all Times, and in all Perſons approves of 
whatever is Good, and diſapproves of whatever is E- 
vil; and always is more ſtrict = the — 
| 2 - 
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he paſſes upon himſelf, where he cannot be ignorant 
of the very worſt, than what he offers to give of o- 
thers, where commonly there may be Room) for 
ought he knows, for ſome charitable Conſtruction 
or Extenuation. | | Py. 
But there remains yet a Word or Two, to be ſpok- 
en upon the Fourth and laſt Thing propoſed from my 
Text, which was, The great Goodneſs and Excellency of 
ſuch a lively and conſtant Zeal, as I have hitherto 
been. ſpeaking of. Thus to be always zealouſly affected in 
a good Thing, is by the Spirit of God, here in my Text, 
pronounced to be Good, 

The Glory of God, the Good of others, and our 
own Salvation, are the great and inſeperable Ends to 
which God requires all our Actions to be directed: 
And as theſe three Things are ſo firmly united toge- 
ther by God himſelf that one cannot truly be purſu- 
ed without the other two; ſo whatever really tends 
to any, and much more to all of them, cannot but be 
in the higheſt Degree acceptable unto him, who has 
given us no Command, but what is ſubſervient to one 
or other of them. | | 

Loet it then be conſidered, what is the Reaſon that 
Religion is ſo much lighted, and God diſhonour- 
ed, that Charity is ſo cold, and the good of others 
ſo little promoted or regarded; and laſtly, that 
many, who do not, it may be, ſeem to run head- 
long towards Hell, yet make ſuch flow Progreſs in 
their way to Heaven ? Whatever particular Cauſes 
may be aſſigned of theſe Things, they are all moſt 
evidently reſolvable into this One, that the Zeal 
of thoſe who profeſs Chriftianity, is generally either 
grown very cold, or for the maſt part laid out upon 
improper Objects, or elſe pretends to purſue a good 
End, by Means that are unlawful, and therefore in 
Conſequence deſtructive of it. Some, like Gallio, 
(Act. 18. 17.) are careleſs what becomes of Religion 
or Piety, provided that they can ſufficiently Oe; 

e their 
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their own Ambition, Covetouſneſs, Senſuality, or 
Revenge. Others, like the Phariſees, make more noiſe 


about their Traditions, (Mat. 15. 2,) and Things of 


no greater Value than the Tithing of Mint, Aniſe or 
Cummin, than what they do about the weightier Mit- 
ters of the Law, Judgment, Mercy, Faith, (Mat: 23.23.) 
Peace or Charity: And too many there are, who 
by their Practice ſeem to think, that to promote 

what they take, or, at leaſt, pretend to be the Cauſe 
of, God or the Church, they may, if other Means 
fail or fall ſhort, have Recourſe to Lying, Calumny, 
Treachery, Sedition, Rebellion and Perjury. From 
all which there are others, who ſeem to conclude, 
that Chriſtians do not really believe the Truth of 
what they profeſs, and that all Religion is but Cheat 
and go yn or Prieſt- craft, as ſome ſeem "ry 
fond of calling it. And hence it comes to paſs 
that God is difhonoured, (Rom. 2. 23.) and even baſe 
phemed, (v. 24.) Religion contemned, the Publick 
neglected, and every private or particular Intereſt, 
by very many, preferred to it, and Juſtice and Cha- 
rity exploded, and almoſt forgot, whenever any 
violent Inclination or Paſſion comes in Competi- 
tion with them. For all which, if we go on, and 
perſiſt in it, what other can we expect but the Di- 
vine Vengeance here, and eternal Wrath hereafcer ? 
Shall I not viſit for theſe things? Shall not my Soul be 
avenged on ſuch a Nation as this? (Fer. F. 9.) are 
the Words of God himſelf to the People of the 
Tews, when their Iniquity was not greater than 
what, alas! reigns almoſt every where now amongſt 
Chriſtians, 68 | 
But, on the other Side, if holy Zeal were but once 
generally kindled within us, and i» 4 due Proportion 
laid out upon every Thing that is truly Good, and up- 
on nothing any farther than as it really 2ppears to be 
ſo: If Religion had but as firm a Poſſeſſion of our 
Hearts, as, upon many Occaſions, it ſeems to have 
| gotte 
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gotten of our Tongues, and we were as earneſt in the 
Practice, as we often pretend to be for the Notions, 


Doctrines, or even the Circumſtantials of it: In a 


Word, if Men were but as virtuous and pious thro? 
the Courſe of their Lives, as commonly when they 
come to a Death-Bed they are ſenſible they ought to 


have been; how great and glorious would the Con- 


ſequences of ſuch a State of Things be, both with 
Reſpect to this World, and that which is to come? 
We ſhould ſoon become the Delight of the Lord our 
God, (Prov. 11. 20.) and be would make even our Ene- 
mies to be at Peace with us, (Prov. 16. 7.) Diviſions and 
Animoſities would no longer continue amongſt us: 
Bitterneſs, Wrath, Anger, Clamour, and Ewil-ſpeaking 
would immediately be put away from us, with all Ma- 
lice, and we ſhould be kind one to another, tender-hearted 
forgiving one another, even as God for Chriſt's Sake would 


forgive ms, (Eph. 4. 31, 32.) Peace would be within our 
Walls, and Proſperity within our Palaces, (Pſal. 122.7.) 


We ſhould be.(thro' the Bleſſing of God) as happy in 
this Life as we are capable of, and eternally ſo in that 
which is to come. | 
To be fervent in Spirit ſerving the Lord, (Rom. 12. 
11.) ftedfaſt, unmovable, always abounding in the Work of 
the Lord, (1 Cor. 15. 58.) or, in other Words, to be 
zealous of good Works, is the great diſtinguiſhing Mark 
of thoſe who wou'd approve themſelves to be Chriſt's 
peculiar People, (Tit.2. 14.) And as even the ſmalleſt 
Matter which carries his Authority with it, requires 
a proper Degree of Zeal from us; fo ought we ever 
to have the moſt principal Regard to thoſe Things 
which he has more eſpecially mark'd out, as of the 
chief Importance, towards that great End, for which 
he came into the World, even our Sant#ification, (1 Theſſ. 
4. 3.) and Redemption from all Iniquity, (Tit. 2. 14.) And 
what theſe Things are, there are ſo mam Paſſages 
both of the Old and New Teſtament to inform us, 
that I muſt content my ſelf to conclude this 3 
; | COUTrIle 
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courſe with but a few of the moſt remarkable of 


them. 
Offer unto God Thankſgiving, and pay thy Vows unto 


* the moſt High, and call upon me in the Day of Trouble, 


Pſal. Fo. 14, 1. 

Waſh ye, make you clean, put away the Evil of your 
Doings 2 before mine Eyes; ceaſe to do Evil, learn to 
do well. Seek Fudgment, relieve the Oppreſſed, judge the 
Fatberleß, plead for the Widow, Iſai. 1. 16, 17. 

He hath ſhewed thee, O Man, what 1 good; and what 
dath the Lord require of thee, but to do juſtly, and to love 
Mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God, Mich. 6. 8. 

The Grace of Gad that bringeth Salvation hath appeared 
to all Men; teaching us that denying Ungodlineſs and 
worldly Luſts, we (bould live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly 
in this preſent World, Tit. 2. 11, 12. 

Flee Youthful Luſts, but follow Righteouſneſs, Faith, 
Charity, Peace with them that call on the Lord out of a 
pure Heart. But * and unlearned Queſtions avoid, 
knowing that they do gender Strifes, 2 Tim. 2. 22. 

Tbon ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy Heart, and 
with all thy Soul, and with all thy Mind. Thw « the Firſt 
and great Commandment, And the Second i like unto it; 
Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf. On theſe Two 
Commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets, Mat. 
22. 37, 38, 39. 

Follow Peace with all Men, and Holineſs, without which 
wo Man ſhall ſte the Lord, Heb. 12. 14. 

I ſhall add but one Paſſage more, tho' I might 
very many to the like Purpoſe. Ir is that of St. Fames; 
Pure Religion, and unde filed 3 God and the Father s 
this, to viſit the Fatherleſs and Widow in their Aſliction, 


and to keep himſelf unſpotted from the World, Jam. 1. 27. 
From theſe, and ſuch like Places of Scripture as 
theſe; which in a more emphatical Manner than 
ordinary are propoſed unto us, we may plainly learn 
what is the main End and Deſign of that Religion, 
the Practice of which God requires from us in order 
| tO 
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to our Sanctification here, and Salvation hereafter; 
and what thoſe god Things are, for the promoting of 
which, both in our ſelves and others, e ought moſt 
chiefly, and in the; firſt place to be zealous; and for 
which, if we are not principally and -above-all other 
Things concerned, all dur pretended Zea in other. 
Matters, whatever they are or may be; is Ho better 
than Hypocriſy or Diſſimul ation 
Let us therefore bea tbe Concluſion of .tht Me 
Matter: Fear God, and keep bit Commandments, for this 
the Whole." Duty of Man, (Ecclel. 12. 13.) For in 
eve ry Nation be that feareth him and wor ket hb Righteouſ= 
e nciepred with Yiu," (der 1e, J, Al ay 
God of his Mercy, both animate and direct dur Zeal 
in ſuch-a manner, as that it may always be employed 
in promoting what he has commanded, and oppòôſing 
what he. has forbidden, and this by ſuch Means only 


as are throughly agreeable to his moſt Holy Will; 
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whereby it may always ſincerely tend to his Glory, 
the Good of Mankind, Charity, Peace and Unity 
both. in Church and State, and conſequently co our 
own eternal SalVarion, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Amen. 15 RL We . 198 NW * : 8 2 5 
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